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 Visalia, California – June 2026 Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks

Lodge Meetings 
Wed June 10, 2026 – Business
Wed June 24, 2026 - Initiation

House Committee Meeting
Wed June 10, 2026

Trustee Meeting
Wed June 10, 2026
(You must call or e-mail in advance to be
on the agenda)

 
Bunco Night -  June 9  - Sign in starts
at 5:30p and dice start rolling at 6p
sharp

th

 
No Taco Tuesday in June, July or
August
 
Poker Night - June 4th & 18th - Seat
Cards handed out at 6pm - Cards
dealt at 6:30pm
 
Veteran’s Breakfast – June 14 –
8:30-11am

th 

 
Cook Your Own Steak Night: will
return in September
 
Friday Lunches – Check “What’s
Happening” email for dates/menus
________________________________________
 
Visalia Elks Lodge Bulletin
Periodical of the;
Visalia Elks Lodge #1298
Volume 26/27 Edition #2
 
News Submission Deadline
Submissions must be received on the
20th of each month to be included in
the next newsletter. Send to:
kristy@rknstudio.com

“EXALTED RULER’S CORNER”

 Visit us on Facebook at: 
facebook.com/visaliaelkslodge

Dear Members,

As we turn the page on another successful month, I want to take a
moment to reflect on what a wonderful May we enjoyed at Visalia Elks
Lodge No. 1298. Our lodge was filled with fellowship, laughter, and great
food thanks to the many members who volunteered their time and
talents in the kitchen. From our weekly dinners to special events, the
meals prepared by our dedicated volunteers brought us together and
reminded us of the true spirit of Elkdom. Thank you to everyone who
cooked, served, cleaned, and supported these efforts.

Several members of our lodge attended the State Convention where we
saw the first female President, Lynn Glick take the oath of office.

May also brought the pleasure of hosting our Association Vice
President's visitation. It was an excellent opportunity to showcase our
lodge, our membership, and the pride we take in our community and
charitable work. Thank you to everyone who helped make the visit a
success and represented our lodge so well.

We concluded the month by honoring those who gave the ultimate
sacrifice at our Memorial Day Picnic. The event was a tremendous
success, bringing members, families, and friends together for a day of
remembrance, fellowship, and fun. It was wonderful to see so many
members enjoying the holiday while reflecting on its true meaning.

As we move into June, one of the highlights of  will be our annual Flag
Day Ceremony. This meaningful tradition reminds us of the history of our
nation's flag and the values it represents. I encourage all members,
families, and guests to attend this special event as we honor one of the
most enduring symbols of our country and of the freedoms we enjoy.

Thank you for your continued support of our lodge and for all you do to
strengthen our brotherhood. Together, we continue to build a vibrant
and welcoming lodge that serves our members and our community with
pride.

Fraternally,

Scott Nelson
Exalted Ruler 
Visalia Elks Lodge #1298



Member News:
 
Orientation and Initiation
Next Orientation is June 24th at
5:30pm. Ball Room #2
 
Orientation is MANDATORY for all
candidates. Because of our current
situation, only candidates and
sponsors will be allowed to attend.
 
This is the beginning of the learning
process of the BPOE and what we
are all about.
 
Dinner will be served at 6:30pm and
candidates will have dinner on us. 
 
Only members and candidates are
allowed in the lodge room. The
members lounge will be closed
during the initiation and lodge
meeting. Expect about an hour. No
beverages are allowed in the lodge
room.
 
Note to Sponsors: Please make
reservations for your candidates
and notify them of the above listed
times. Sponsors should escort their
candidates to orientation, dinner
and initiation. Attire is business
casual.
 

NO SHORTS, FLIP FLOPS, 
 “T-SHIRTS OR JEANS DURING

THE INITIATION... 
 

Lodge Officers 2025/2026

Exalted Ruler        Scott Nelson 
Leading Knight.    Chuck Fishel
Loyal Knight.         Eva Rasmussen
Lecturing Knight  Cristy Hoff
Esquire                   Charles Cornelius
Chaplain                 Ted Donald
Inner Guard           Jane Donald
Tiler                          Ryan Samuels
Secretary                Wendy O’Connor
Treasurer                Mike Saulque
 
Trustees:
1-Year                       Ron Marshall
2-Year                       Eli Ledesma
3-Year                       Rodney Jared
4-Year                       Kevin Colopy
5-Year                       Shawn Cooper
 
Past Exalted Rulers *
Ronald Mathis - 1976-77
Larry Paxton - 1978-79
John Peters - 1989-90
Jim Hay - 1991-92
Robert Casey - 1992-93
Al Hack - 1995-96
Rob Van Wagoner - 1999-2000
Joe Alberti - 2004-05, 05-06,
05-16
Ted Donald - 2006-07
Jan Lee - 2016-17,  17-18
Ray Lewis - 2018-19, 19-20
Ron Marshall - 2020-21
Eli Ledesma - 2021-22
Mike Saulque - 2022-23
Russell McKinney - 2023-24
Kevin Colopy - 2024-25
Joe Paddock - 2025-26
 
*Active in Good Standing
 
Past Exalted Rulers from other
lodges:
Ken Bridges Tulare # 1424
Pat Dugan Tulare #1424
Stephen Nelms Watsonville #1300

KNOW SOMEONE WHO’S NOT GETTING THE BULLETIN? 
 

Help them get the info they need by visiting our website:
www.visaliaelks.org - there’s a subscription box on the home

page where they can enter their name and email address.
Subscribing will get them signed up to receive the monthly

bulletin as well as the weekly What’s Happening This Week via
their email once it’s posted.

Candidates for voting this
June 10, 2026 

Diana Borges by JoAnn Pereira
James Collins by J.T. Groover
Levi Gill by Ryan Dowling
Cherri Isamn by Heather Simon
Walter Juarez by Anthony (Rick)
Perez III
Craig LaFleur by Bryan Davis
Rebecca Kennedy by John Kennedy
Sylvia Marie by J.T. Groover
Brian Mathews by Donald Heisey
Raymond Pacheco by Ray Sailer
Donald Smith by Scott Nelson
Darwyn Rold by Ross Carlisle
Tamara Taylor by Stacey Jared
Patrick Vance by Sandy Vance
Charles Williams by Kristy Cooper
Devon Castaneda - transfer from
Handford Lodge

THANKING OUR PATRIOTS!!
Many thanks to the special Elks
who came out Memorial Day and
joined our team to set up and/or
take down flags at the Visalia
Cemetery. It's one of the best ways
we can honor our fallen heroes. We
had 300 flags in our two vehicles
and it gets larger every year. It is
much appreciated by me and the
Avenue of Flags committee as we
could not hold this beautiful event
without all the volunteers. This year
had 2505 casket flags and over
4000 smaller headstone flags -- a
truly solemn and patriotic day !! 

Scholarship Update 
- Bill Flores
As the school year concludes, we
have presented seven scholarships
from Visalia Elks for a total of $
6,500. This year we attended
festivities at El Diamonte, Golden
West, Redwood, Woodake, Eleanor
Roosevelt Community Learning
Center and V TEC. We also
recognize our Legacy Scholarship
recipient, Rebecca Kaelble, in the
amount of $6,000. Our thanks to
everyone who contributed or
participated in any event that
made it possible to give extra
monies this year to help further
these students' education.



Auditing Accounting Americanism Beqs.
& Living Trusts Business Practices Drug
Awareness Government Relations Hoop

Shoot Insurance & Safety Lodge
Activities Membership Retention

National Foundation ENF Natl
Foundation Grants Nat Vets Service

Officers Training Public Relations Major
Project Ritual Training Scholarships

Youth Activities

Auditing Accounting 
Americanism 
Beqs. & Living Trusts 
Business Practices 
Drug Awareness 
Government Relations 
Hoop Shoot 
Insurance & Safety 
Lodge Activities 
Membership Retention 
National Foundation ENF 
Natl Foundation Grants 
Nat Vets Service 
Officers Training 
Public Relations 
Major Project 
Ritual Training 
Scholarships 
Youth Activities 

Jan Lee PER
Richard Grissom
Melanie McKimmons
Wendy O’Connor
Abel Lopez
Jordan Mulrooney
Kelly Elkins
Rodney Jared
Wendy O’Connor
Ron Marshall
Melanie McKimmons
Kevin Colopy
Rebecca Peterson
Eli Ledesma PER
Tom O’Connor
Melanie McKimmons
Ray Lewis PER
Bill Flores
Cheyenne Carrell

VISALIA ELKS COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

5-7-26 Wednesday Night Dinner 
Team Leader: Lori Jackson
Crew: Pam Nelson, Marco Vaca, Monique Mirwald, Scott
Reeder, Jeff Turner, Greg Todd, Heather Cornelius, Skyler
Kincaid, Debbie Gerbig, Alvino & Sharon Lopez, Laura
Bullene, Cissy Mulrooney, Laurel Flores

Kitchen & Event Volunteer Thanks

5-27-26 Wednesday Night Dinner
Team Leader: Danny Carrell
Crew: James Plough, Jelenia Crenshaw, David &
Devony Smith, Bryan Davis, Ladon Stinson, Jose
Marquez, Cheryl Binning, Oscar Acevedo, Janice
Borba, Holly Derrington, Lori Carrell, Jennifer Calhoun,
Cissy Mulrooney, Laurel Flores 

Please note: If you’d like your cooking team to get
credit in the bulletin, please be sure to fill out the form
and turn it into the office. We only publish what we get
submitted.

05-10-26 Veteran’s Breakfast - served 336 guests
Team Leader: Tom Hansen
Saturday Prep Crew: Ed & Jane Shields, Ron Vasquez,
Chuck Fishel, Lisa Morehouse, Rodney and Stacey Jared,
Ryan Samuels, Eli Ledesma and Scott Nelson
Sunday Breakfast: 
Hostesses: Judy Staley, Stephanie Costa, Michelle Nelson
Front Lounge: Eric Fishel & Chuck Fishel
Omelet Cooks: Rodney Jared, Ernie Alvarado, Janie
Donald, Scott Nelson & Ryan Samuels, Eli Ledesma
Kitchen Cooks: 
  Scott Reeder and Jeff Turner – Gravy
  Phil Fortney – Bacon
  Russell McKinney – Sausage, Potatoes
Servers: 
  Stacey Jared – Biscuits & Gravy
  John Kennedy – Pancakes & French Toast
  Amy Gordan, Lisa Morehouse – Sausage, potatoes &
bacon
Dishwashers: Nick Gordon, Richard Break, Joey Freitas,
Ted Donald and Shane Souza
Back up Cooks: Ron Vasquez, Kristy Samuels, Eva
Rasmussen, Brian Fishel, Ron Vasquez and Phil Moreno
Bussers: Thank you for all the bussers for stepping up

5-13-26 Wednesday Night Dinner
Team Leader: Kim Burchett
Crew: Phil Moreno, Harry & Debbie Buckner, Christina
Ritchie, Rae Crawford, Gerri Giotta, Don Smith, Dan
Ludloum, Cissy Mulrooney, Laura Bullene, Laurel Flores

5-15-26 Cook Your Own Dinner
Team Leader: Kevin Colopy
Crew: Eva Rasmussen, Keith J.T. Groover, LaRuth Chance,
Russell McKinney, Phil Moreno, Keith Carlos, Ryan
Samuels, Robbie & Sabrina Shahan, Charls & Heather
Cornelius, Greg Costa, Kim Batty, Cissy Mulrooney, Laurel
Flores

5-20-26 Wednesday Night Dinner
Team Leader: Laurie Robinson
Crew: Joan Russell, Sam Castillo, Monique Mirwald,
Jelenia Crenshaw, Vince Sanchez, Ron Vasquez, Marco
Vaca, Phil Moreno, Oscar Acevedo, Laura Bullene, Laurel
Flores

PURPLE PIG THANK YOU’S
Major Project/Purple Pig 

 
THANK YOU and a Tip o' the hat from the Purple Pig -  "A coin a

day so they'll walk, talk, see and play"

Your generosity helps us continue the important work of
supporting children in need through the California-Hawaii Elks

Major Project.

A Friendly reminder: 
When you turn your Purple Piggy in to the Office or Social

Quarters, be SURE your name is on or in it. Several have come
through without knowing who to credit. Even small totals are

cumulative towards the Millennium Club recognitions.

CHEMPI (California-Hawaii Elks Major Project aka the Purple Pig)
from CHEA ANNUAL Convention - financial report -abbreviated:

Going into Convention, donations already totaled: 
Miscellaneous State-wide (non-designated, anonymous
donations-$287,964
Potter Trust - $287,964
Porter Trust - $114,267
Elks National Foundation - $1,244,660 
Sub-total = $1,732,998

THEN CAME THE E.R. MARCH - every Exalted Ruler in the State,
with their District Association Vice President presented their
total donations. Our East Central District totalled $193,604.82
Our Lodge presented $48,441 of that. By the time floor
contributions, fun challenges, etc. were counted, $4,867,529.67
had been raised for our Elks therapies for children. Thank you all 
 BTW- Santa Barbara Lodge has the most RECURRING DONORS
for CHEMPI (Purple Pig) I'd like to give them a run for the money.
Go to chea-elks.org to donate the price of your favorite cocktail
or fru-fru latte 💜 

http://chea-elks.org/


Auditing Accounting Americanism
Beqs. & Living Trusts Business

Practices Drug Awareness
Government Relations Hoop Shoot
Insurance & Safety Lodge Activities

Membership Retention National
Foundation ENF Natl Foundation
Grants Nat Vets Service Officers
Training Public Relations Major

Project Ritual Training Scholarships
Youth Activities

Auditing Accounting American

Veteran’s Breakfast – June 14  th

Eggs/Omelet bar, Potatoes, Bacon,
Sausage, French toast, Pancakes, Biscuits

and Gravy - 8:30 to 11:00am 
 Adults - $18.00 | Kids under 12yrs - $15

Veterans - FREE 

Upcoming Events: 

1298 Cigar Club - June 11  th

If you enjoy a good a cigar or you’re just curious
about cigars, this will give members an

opportunity to meet once a month.  2nd
Thursday of each month at 6:30pm.

Bunco Night - Tues June 9  th

Check-in Starts at 5:30pm - Dice start
rolling at 6pm

Sip Happens Sundays June 28  th

More details will be posted in Member’s FB Group
and in the What’s Happening Email!

VAGABONDS TRAVELS

Vagabonds Rally Recap – Orange Grove RV Park
June, July and August are quiet months for the
Vagabonds on the road as a group. Many members have
mentioned individual vacation plans but the club has no
official rally planned at this time. The thought that goes
through my mind when I think about the Vagabonds are
the friendships shared. 

I saw this poem and author is unknown but it reminds me
of our Vagabond friends….

“There’s a miracle called friendship that dwells within the
heart, And you don’t know how it happens or how it gets
a start… But the happiness it brings always gives a special
lift… And you realize that friendship is God’s precious
gift.”

For Frank and I the friends from the Vagabond RV Club is
God’s gift to us for over 20+ years…. a blessing to us
which we have truly enjoyed.

Hope to see you at theJune 17  RV meeting and safe
travels to those on the road.

th

Kathy and Frank Kelly 



Proposed changes to the by-laws - to be voted on at June 10  meetingth

Ritual Contest report from CHEA ANNUAL Convention (abbreviated)
RITUAL is the program you went through when you became an ELK. The Officers' charges, your oath of Obligation, etc. Each
year's Officer Corps participates in competition against all other Lodges. Scores are based on MANY variables appearance,
enounciation, pronunciation, impressions, ad nauseum - it ain't easy and the margin for error is almost non-existent.
Here are the scores for the Final Four in our State: 4th Place: Redding Lodge (Score: 95.9776) 3rd Place: SLO Lodge (Score:
96.1284) 2nd Place: Redlands Lodge (Score: 97.3334) and FIRST PLACE: Santa Clarita Lodge (Score of 97.6974) will be
representing California-Hawaii Elks Association in Chicago at the Grand Lodge for National honors.
If you're interested in learning more about the scoring process or in training to become a Ritual Judge for our local
competition, Visalia Lodge #1298 will be hosting a Ritual Training in September.  



BPOE VISALIA LODGE #1298

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

“OUR BULLETIN SPONSORS”

These good folks have donated to help keep our monthly newsletter coming to each and every one of our
members. We appreciate their consideration. If you are interested in being a sponsor in future bulletins,

please contact the office. The cost is $100 a year and it can be prorated if needed. 
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Members with a birthday this month get a FREE dinner on any dinner of
the month, including Friday Steak Night. (Excludes Prime Rib, Rib Nights,
Fireside Dinners, Crab and Shrimp Feeds. Get A Free Beverage on your

birthday in the lounge.

JUNE

BIRTHDAYS

Bryan Davis
Debbie Gerbig
Jonathan Graham
Steven Batty
Jessica Brozek
Michael Goad
Authur Hampar
Steve Johnson
Robert Keith
Richard Rose
Reuel Stevens
Ross Carlisle
Jacob Johnson
Kevin Kercher
Mark Pestoni
Roberto Valdivia
Norman Blackwell
Angelica Sanchez
Douglas Simpson
Debbie Williams
Dalan Brokaw
John Carnathan
Michael Dickerson
Roger Hartman
Drucilla Quesnoy
Michael Licon
Billy Low
Randy Jordan
Ron Martinez
Jordan Mulrooney
Kevin Scharton
Teresa Gilson
Nathan Lawson
Mike Markarian
Christopher Porter
David Watts
Nannette Allison
Cynthia Johnson
Victor Perez
Scott Ullger
Angela Chambers
Lance Heiden
Jeff Theis
Raymond Urmson
Jessica Flores
Blake Robertson
Charlie Chase
Michael Cheek
Brenna Frigulti
Stephen Biehle
Frank Golden
Joe Luis
Arthur Dorado
Nicole Weatherwax
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Kevin Sisemore
Peggy Wheeler
Thomas Hamon
Jay Koetsier
Scott Leedy
Ginger Peck
Ken Swanson
Cornelius Webb
Danny Carrell
Edmond Cooper
Thomas Franco
Steven Gendel
Daniel Hanson
Simona Pasillas
David Smith
Mark Butler
Stacey Marshall
Barbara Uichanco
Nancy Bolton
Phillip Lozano
Joseph Zamora
Valerie Nunez
Xavier Cano
Rae Crawford
Cristy Hoff
Trung Le
Maddi Nickel
Paul Reitnouer
Judy Hernandez
Mark Navaretti
Tommy Elliott
Steven Mulrooney
Ricardo Cantu
David Dodson
Steven Martinez
Michael Strough
Justin Houts
Kevin Skaff
Jeff Smith
Robert Bane
Brooke Camarena
Sharon Reddell
Damon Rolfo
Greg Todd
Marco Uranga
Josh Bryan
Jason Carter
Ronda Vannorsdall
Kyle Kinderknecht
Lynne Lawrence
William Phelps
Frank Richardson
Shane Souza
Rick Wilson

30 Keith Carlos
Kinetha Cochran
Anthony Lagrutta
Patricia Parkins
Gregg Schultz
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	As we turn the page on another successful month, I want to take a moment to reflect on what a wonderful May we enjoyed at Visalia Elks Lodge No. 1298. Our lodge was filled with fellowship, laughter, and great food thanks to the many members who volunteered their time and talents in the kitchen. From our weekly dinners to special events, the meals prepared by our dedicated volunteers brought us together and reminded us of the true spirit of Elkdom. Thank you to everyone who cooked, served, cleaned, and supported these efforts.
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	May also brought the pleasure of hosting our Association Vice President's visitation. It was an excellent opportunity to showcase our lodge, our membership, and the pride we take in our community and charitable work. Thank you to everyone who helped make the visit a success and represented our lodge so well.
	We concluded the month by honoring those who gave the ultimate sacrifice at our Memorial Day Picnic. The event was a tremendous success, bringing members, families, and friends together for a day of remembrance, fellowship, and fun. It was wonderful to see so many members enjoying the holiday while reflecting on its true meaning.
	As we move into June, one of the highlights of  will be our annual Flag Day Ceremony. This meaningful tradition reminds us of the history of our nation's flag and the values it represents. I encourage all members, families, and guests to attend this special event as we honor one of the most enduring symbols of our country and of the freedoms we enjoy.
	Thank you for your continued support of our lodge and for all you do to strengthen our brotherhood. Together, we continue to build a vibrant and welcoming lodge that serves our members and our community with pride.
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	Scott Nelson Exalted Ruler  Visalia Elks Lodge #1298
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	Member News:
	Orientation and Initiation Next Orientation is June 24th at 5:30pm. Ball Room #2
	Orientation is MANDATORY for all candidates. Because of our current situation, only candidates and sponsors will be allowed to attend.
	This is the beginning of the learning process of the BPOE and what we are all about.
	Dinner will be served at 6:30pm and candidates will have dinner on us.
	Only members and candidates are allowed in the lodge room. The members lounge will be closed during the initiation and lodge meeting. Expect about an hour. No beverages are allowed in the lodge room.
	Note to Sponsors: Please make reservations for your candidates and notify them of the above listed times. Sponsors should escort their candidates to orientation, dinner and initiation. Attire is business casual.

	NO SHORTS, FLIP FLOPS,   “T-SHIRTS OR JEANS DURING THE INITIATION...


	KNOW SOMEONE WHO’S NOT GETTING THE BULLETIN?
	Help them get the info they need by visiting our website: www.visaliaelks.org - there’s a subscription box on the home page where they can enter their name and email address.  Subscribing will get them signed up to receive the monthly bulletin as well as the weekly What’s Happening This Week via their email once it’s posted.
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